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I lay in Palwal on the station platform. I was brought to the plat-
form out of the waiting-room at my request, and I was sharply
pulled up as I passed one of the guards probably two feet from him
to clear my throat. I was taken to Muttra during the night, and a
guard was put in my compartment, which was a second-class com-
partment. We had to wait at Muttra for another train. Early in
the morning, I was again put in the second-class compartment,
in which accompanied by the guard, I travelled to Sawai Madho-
pur. There we waited for the mail train, and on its arrival
Mr. Bowring of Lahore took charge of me, put me in a first-class
compartment with him, but in that carriage too a guard was kept
during whole of the night whilst both he and I were sleeping.
I do not wish to complain of what happened to me. I am simply
stating the naked facts to demonstrate that I was under arrest. I
would have declined to begin the return journey had I not been
arrested, as I did actually mention to the officer, who served the
first order upon me. There are some other incidents which I
wish to omit. But nothing that I have said is intended to qualify
or detract from the public acknowledgment of the extreme per-
sonal courtesy that was extended to me by the three officers, who
were concerned with the service of the orders, the arrest and the
deportation.
I hastened to Ahmedabad in company with Anasuya Behn
in order that the people may be calmed and in all humility I may
say that the effect of our arrival on the populace was electrical. I
placed myself unreservedly at the service of the authorities. You
will have observed that I spoke at the Monday meeting with the
utmost caution. I would like you to go through my speech sent to
you for publication. I deliberately refrained from narrating the
acts done by the military under martial law. I doubt not that
there was much avoidable loss of life. I have seen the wounded
at the Civil Hospital. I spoke to every one of them. All of them
gave me frank statements. Many admitted that they were part of
large crowds, not crowds that had any evil designs, but crowds of
men, who had hardly realized what the law was. They could not
immediately upon its being proclaimed have informed themselves
of the conditions. I know that although eager crowds gathered
round me to listen to my speech, and although I had printed
25 thousand copies, it has not reached all. How then could the
martial law notices indifferently distributed amongst a sullen
population inform vast bodies of men? These crowds, therefore, did
gather. I understand that they were fired at after due notice being
given to them, but you will agree with me when I say that they